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Crossroads Timeline:  
Ancient Sojourns Through the Holy Land 

 
* ca. 3000 B.C.E. --- The official symbol of Narmer, founder of Egypt's 
1st Dynasty and the first pharaoh to unite the country, appears on an 
Early Bronze Age vessel discovered in the Negev city of Arad, 
suggesting trade between Egypt and Israel .  
 
* ca. 2350 B.C.E. --- Sargon the Great, the king of Akkad, claims to 
have campaigned as far north as the Mediterranean, as well as “Cedar 
Mountain,” which may refer to the Lebanon. 
 
* ca. 22nd century B.C.E. --- A tomb inscription of a Sixth-Dynasty 
military officer discusses an Egyptian military campaign probably 
directed against cities in Israel and the destruction of vines, fig trees and 
fortified towns. 
 
* ca. 20th century B.C.E. --- The great Egyptian tale of Sinuhe recounts 
how a royal attaché left the service of Sesostris I to live among the tribes 
inhabiting the land of Israel.  
 
* 17th to 16th centuries B.C.E. --- The Hyksos, a Semitic-speaking 
people from the Levant, invade northern Egypt, which absorbs elements 
of Semitic culture, language and religious beliefs.  
 
* 15th century B.C.E. --- Pharaoh Thutmose I claims to have 
campaigned as far east as the Euphrates river 
 
* 15th century B.C.E. --- Pharaoh Thutmose III conducts at least 16 
military campaigns in the southern Levant, conquering the 
Canaanite city of Megiddo and demanding tributary revenue from 
various Canaanite city-states. 
 
* 15th century B.C.E. --- Amenhotep II campaigns in the southern 
Levant. 
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* 14th century B.C.E. --- 400  cuneiform tablets at Tell el-Amarna in 
Egypt detail diplomatic correspondence between Egypt and Canaanite 
city-states.  
 
* 14th century B.C.E. --- The expansion of the Hittite empire into 
southern 
Syria threatens Egypt's monopoly on vassal revenue.  
 
* 13th century B.C.E. --- Pharaoh Seti I campaigns in the Levant and 
erects a victory stela in the Canaanite city of Beit Shean, which houses 
an Egyptian garrison. 
 
* ca. 1275 B.C.E. --- Pharaoh Ramses II battles the Hittites near the 
Syrian town of Kadesh.  
 
* ca. 1207 B.C.E. --- Pharaoh Merneptah’s stela commemorates 
victories over the Libyans, Canaan and Israel, serving as the earliest 
extra-Biblical reference to the name Israel in antiquity. 
 
* 12th century B.C.E. --- Pharaoh Ramses III erects a statue of himself 
alongside the victory stela of Seti I in the city of Beth-shan. 
 
* ca. 1185 B.C.E. --- The Philistines, “Sea Peoples” from the Aegean 
Sea, attack Egypt but retreat and conquer coastal areas of Canaan. 
 
* 11th century --- The Egyptian Report of Wen-Amon relates a trading 
expedition to Byblos, a port city in Lebanon. 
 
* ca. 925 B.C.E. --- Pharaoh Shoshenq I, known as Shishak in the Bible, 
erects an inscription in Thebes that claims domination over various 
Israelite cities; an ancient fragment from the city of Megiddo confirms 
his local campaigns. 
* 9th century B.C.E. --- King Assurnasirpal II expands the Assyrian 
empire into Syria. 
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* 9th century B.C.E. --- King Shalmaneser III of Assyria repeatedly 
invades southwestern Syria several times but is rebuffed by a coalition 
of kings, including King Ahab of Israel. 
 
* Early 8th century B.C.E. --- King Adad-nirari III of Assyria campaigns 
near Damascus, where he compels King Joash of Israel to pay tribute.  
 
* Mid-8th century B.C.E. --- King Tiglath-Pileser III of Assyria 
campaigns twice against the southern Levant, destroying Damascus and 
annexing a large portion of Israel. 
 
* Mid-8th century B.C.E. --- Arabian Queen Samsi deals in the spice 
trade in northern Jordan. 
 
* 727 B.C.E. --- King Shalmaneser V of Assyria besieges and conquers 
Israel's capital Samaria. 
 
* 722 B.C.E. --- King Sargon II of Assyria destroys the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel and deports Israelites into exile.  
 
* 701 B.C.E. --- King Sennacherib of Assyria destroys all walled cities 
outside of Jerusalem, which is fails to conquer, and deports the vast 
majority of the Judean population. 
 
* Early 7th century B.C.E. --- King Esarhaddon of Assyria uses Arab 
mercenaries to help his army cross the Sinai and invade Egypt. 
 
* 7th century B.C.E. --- King Assurbanipal of Assyria invades Egypt. 
 
* 587 B.C.E. --- King Nebuchadnezzar II destroys Jerusalem and deports 
its citizens into exile in Mesopotamia. 


