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Suez Canal, inaugurated in 1869 

  

 
   

The Middle East in 1914  
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 The Ottoman Empire Provinces of Jordan and Palestine area (1914)  
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The Middle East today  
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British Promises Made During WWI  

- The McMahon-Hussein Correspondence 1915-1916: 
The Arab Revolt--promise of Arab state to Sharif Hussein of Mecca 

- Sykes-Picot agreement, 1916 
- The Balfour Declaration(Nov. 2, 1917) 

 

The Sykes-Picot agreement, 1916  
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The Areas of Palestine (with International Status) under the Sykes-Picot 
agreement, 1916  
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T. E. Lawrence [of Arabia] 
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Chaïm Weizmann and King Faisal (son of Sharif Hussein) 

 

 

The “Balfour Declaration” – British support for a Jewish Homeland in Palestine 
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Lord Balfour 

 

 

 

The Middle East in 1920  
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Treaty of Sèvres (1920) – dividing of turkey 

  

 

The 1920 San Remo Conference (Mandate for Palestine) 
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Sir Winston Churchill (Colonial Secretary in the early 1920s)                 

 
Gertrude Bell (third rider from left) is flanked by Winston Churchill, on her right, and T E 

   Lawrence at Giza during the 1921 Cairo Conference. 
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The British Mandate for Palestine (san remo conference) with the Jewish hope 
for a national home. 
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The French Mandate of Syria (1923) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.crethiplethi.com/�


MIDDLE EAST AFFAIRS INFORMATION CENTER 
 

 
http://www.crethiplethi.com  - 19 - 

King Faisal, removed from Damascus by the French in 1920 

Crowned King of Iraq by the British authorities, with the aid of Gertrude Bell; 
receives 96% of the vote in a plebiscite (1921)  
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The British Mandate of Iraq (1923) 

 

1932: Iraq gains formal independence, but Britain maintains air bases.  
1958: Iraq Hashemites overthrown by an underground network of “Free Officers”.  

   

 

 

 

 

http://www.crethiplethi.com/�


MIDDLE EAST AFFAIRS INFORMATION CENTER 
 

 
http://www.crethiplethi.com  - 21 - 

The separation of Transjordan (from the British Mandate of Palestine, 1921 
and the Golan Heights, 1923) 

 

 
   

Sir Winston Churchill and Prince Abdullah in Jerusalem, 1921  
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The real Arab–Palestinian State (the separation of Transjordan in 1921) Now 
Occupied by The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
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The Arabian peninsula in 1923 
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Saudi Arabia: created in 1932  
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The Oil Kingdom  
1933: King Ibn Saud grants oil concession to Socal (today, Chevron)  

1936: Texaco acquires 50% of concession  
1938: discovery of oil in Dhahran  

1950: completion of Tapline (photo below) 

  

 
   

FDR and King Ibn Saud aboard the USS Quincy, Feb. 1945 
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The Syrian Ba’ath Party: emergence of Pan-Arabism  
Founded in Damascus in 1941 by young intellectuals  

 

 

 
Key founder: Michel Aflaq (b. 1910 in Damascus, d. 1989 Baghdad)  

Its motto — "Unity, Liberty, Socialism" (wahda, hurriya, ishtirakiya) — refers to Arab unity, 
freedom from non-Arab control and interference, and Arab socialism.  

Gained control of Syria in 1963  

In 1955 a coup d'état by the military against the historical leadership of Michel Aflaq and 
Salah Bitar led the Syrian and Iraqi parties to split into rival organizations — the Qotri (or 

Regionalist) Syria-based party and the Qawmi (or Nationalist) Iraq-based party. 

The Iraqi Ba’ath Party 

Gained control of Iraq in February 1963 

 

Saddam Hussein (3rd from the right) and the Ba'ath Party student cell, Cairo, in the period 
1959-63. 
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Palestine/Israel: the 1947 UN Partition Plan (rejected by the 
Arabs/Palestinians) 
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The Israeli Declaration of Independence, may 14, 1948 
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The Arabization of the 1948 War of Independence 
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The situation in British Palestine on eve of Arab invasion 1948 

  

 
   

The Palestinian “naqbah:” birth of the refugee problem  
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Israel and The Armistice Lines (cease-fire lines, 1949) 

 

 

The Jewish Naqbah: “birth of the Jewish Exodus from Arab Lands” 
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King Abdullah in Jerusalem, 1949 

 

 
 

Jordan gained independence in 1946  
Secret talks with Zionist leaders  

Annexation of West Bank around 1950  
king assassinated in Jerusalem in 1951, succeeded by 18 year old grandson, Hussein  

   

The “free officers movement” lead by Colonel Gamal Abdel Nasser 

(overthrew Egypt's King Farouk in 1952) 
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Gamal Abdel Nasser (1918 - 1970) 

 

 

 
- Status as “Leader of the Arabs. During his lifetime, Nasser was the dominant figure in the 

Arab world”  
- Signed arms deal with Czechoslovakia, 1955  

- Nationalized Suez Canal in July 1956  

 

The Aswan Dam 

  
(the withdrawal of US aid and extension of Soviet aid)  
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The Sinai Campaign, 1956 

  

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.crethiplethi.com/�


MIDDLE EAST AFFAIRS INFORMATION CENTER 
 

 
http://www.crethiplethi.com  - 35 - 

 

 

The Six-Day War, june 1967 

Jordan – West Bank 
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Syria – Golan Heights 
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Egypt - Sinaï 
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The Cease-fire Lines after the Six-Day war, June 1967 
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The Yigal Allon Peace Plan 1970 
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1973 Yom Kippur War Golan Heights 

Syria attack Golan Heights (6 -10 October 1973) 
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Israeli counterattack Golan Heights (11-12 October 1973) 
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Egyptian attack Sinaï (06-13 October 1973) 
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Israeli Counterattacks Sinaï (14 – 15 October 1973) 
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October 1973 (Yom Kippur) war Ceasefire Lines 
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Israel–Syria disengagement agreement (may 31, 1974) 
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Lebanon Maps 

 

Lebanon Civil War 1975–1990 
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Israel–PLO (Lebanon) War 1982 
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Israel-Egypt Peace Agreement 1979 

Signing the “Camp David” accords, March 1979  
From Left: Pres. Anwar Sadat, Pres. Jimmy Carter, PM Menachem Begin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.crethiplethi.com/�


MIDDLE EAST AFFAIRS INFORMATION CENTER 
 

 
http://www.crethiplethi.com  - 49 - 

Israel–Jordan Peace treaty, 1994 

 

Israel’s withdrawal from the so-called “occupied territories” since 1975 
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Israel’s Withdrawal from the Security Zone - Southern Lebanon, 2000 
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Israeli Settlements in Gaza Evacuated Under the Disengagement Plan 
2005 
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Israeli Settlements in West Bank Evacuated Under the Disengagement 
Plan 2005 
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Israel–Hizballah (Lebanon) War 2006 
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Israeli interpretation of Clinton’s peace summit, 2000 
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Palestinian interpretation of Clinton’s peace summit, 2000 
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Ehud Barak’s West Bank and Gaza Strip offer to the Palestinians 

 

The Israeli prime minister, Ehud Barak reportedly offered the Palestinian leader 
approximately 95% of the West Bank and the entire Gaza Strip, as well as Palestinian 

sovereignty over East Jerusalem, if 69 Jewish settlements (which comprise 85% of the West 
Bank's Jewish settlers) be ceded to Israel. 
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Sharon’s plan proposal 2002 (rejected by the Palestinians) 
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Olmert’s peace plan proposal 2008 (rejected by the Palestinians) 
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Obama’s borders for Israel, and future Palestinian state, april, 2010 
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Topography of Israel’s military vulnerability 

 

 

Hamas seizes control of Gaza Strip, june 2007 
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Operation Cast Lead – Gaza War (Israeli forces attack on Hamas, december 
27, 2008 – january 18, 2009) 
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Threat to Israeli Population Centers from West Bank Terrain 
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Palestinian Control over the West Bank 
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Israel and the Middle East 
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Other Middle East Areas 

 

Territorial Changes of Persia/Iran in the 19th and the 20th Centuries 
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Ethnic Territories in Iran 
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Kurdistan – not recognized by the world leaders 
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Armenia 

 

The Armenian Genocide and the Turks (1915 – 1923) 
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Armenian boundaries (Treaty of Sèvres, 1920) 
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